
Rela%onship	
  between	
  police	
  and	
  
Roma	
  in	
  Hungary	
  

Erik	
  Uszkiewicz	
  
ELTE	
  University	
  –	
  Faculty	
  	
  of	
  Law	
  

Center	
  for	
  Theory	
  of	
  Law	
  and	
  Society	
  
14	
  January,	
  2014	
  



	
  "Gypsies	
  are	
  dark	
  and	
  have	
  black	
  hair.	
  Poor,	
  dirty	
  and	
  they	
  steal.	
  
	
  Impudent,	
  pushy	
  and	
  loud.	
  They	
  rob	
  out	
  on	
  a	
  bus	
  or	
  tram.	
  
	
  Gypsies	
  are	
  ugly	
  and	
  miserable.	
  Gypsies	
  are	
  shaggy	
  burglars.	
  
	
  They	
  steal	
  your	
  hens	
  and	
  the	
  beddings	
  from	
  the	
  garden.	
  
	
  Offenders	
  or	
  vagrants,	
  but	
  mostly	
  both…	
  
	
  Gypsies	
  are	
  collecOng	
  anOques	
  and	
  they	
  cheat	
  you.	
  
	
  Gypsies	
  break	
  up	
  cars,	
  organize	
  housing	
  mafia,	
  rob	
  out	
  helpless	
  old	
  
people.	
  
	
  Gypsies	
  are	
  thieves,	
  beggars	
  or	
  offenders.	
  
	
  One	
  way	
  or	
  another,	
  but	
  their	
  aim	
  is	
  to	
  deceive	
  us,	
  not	
  gypsies."	
  

	
  
(Anonymus	
  university	
  student)	
  



All	
  ci%zens	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  rights?	
  

Yes	
   67%	
  

No	
   33%	
  



Propor%on	
  of	
  those	
  who	
  men%oned	
  

Freedom	
  of	
  speech	
   43,1%	
  

Right	
  to	
  liberty	
   39,4%	
  

Right	
  to	
  life	
   36,1%	
  

Right	
  of	
  assembly	
  and	
  associaOon	
   24,9%	
  

Free	
  elecOons	
   21,2%	
  

Freedom	
  of	
  religion	
   20,8%	
  

Right	
  to	
  work	
   20,8%	
  

Right	
  to	
  free	
  movement	
   11,9%	
  

Equality	
  before	
  the	
  law	
   9,7%	
  

Right	
  to	
  privacy	
  and	
  property	
   7,4%	
  

Right	
  to	
  health	
   5,2%	
  

Prohibi%on	
  of	
  discrimina%on	
   3,3%	
  

Right	
  to	
  appeal	
   1,1%	
  

No	
  answer	
   24,2%	
  



	
   “We	
   can	
   go	
   back	
   in	
   the	
   history,	
   and	
   the	
   law	
  
enforcement	
   agencies	
   (called	
   upon	
   police,	
  
army,	
   gendarmerie	
   or	
   anything)	
   has	
   always	
  
been	
   problems	
   with	
   this	
   group.	
   I	
   cannot	
   say	
  
that	
   this	
   relaOonship	
   has	
   deteriorated	
   in	
   the	
  
last	
   5-­‐10	
   years,	
   it	
   happened	
   long	
   Ome	
   ago.	
  
And	
  it	
  is	
  inherited.”	
  

(Interview	
  with	
  a	
  police	
  officer)	
  





•  centralized	
  
	
  
•  militaris%c	
  

•  totalitarian,	
  violence	
  organiza%on	
  

•  masculine	
  culture	
  





	
   “For	
   example	
   five	
   Roma	
   people	
   walk	
   on	
   the	
   road	
   at	
  
night,	
  in	
  groups,	
  a	
  police	
  officer	
  goes	
  there	
  (oops,	
  it’s	
  in	
  
his	
  small	
  brain)	
  what	
  are	
  they	
  doing	
  here,	
  what	
  is	
  their	
  
purpose	
   and	
  what	
   kind	
  of	
   offense	
   they	
   could	
   commit	
  
during	
  that	
  period	
  in	
  the	
  seelement.”	
  

	
  	
  
	
   	
  “As	
  it	
  was	
  long	
  Ome	
  ago.	
  Policemen	
  have	
  to	
  beat	
  the	
  
Gypsy	
   row	
   every	
   week	
   and	
   then	
   there	
   won’t	
   be	
   any	
  
crime.	
   So	
   it	
   could	
   work	
   here,	
   too,	
   if	
   they	
   would	
   be	
  
beaten	
  weekly,	
  then	
  there	
  would	
  be	
  nothing.”	
  

	
  
	
  (Interviews	
  with	
  police	
  officers)	
  

	
  



Averages	
  of	
  principal	
  variables’	
  indexes	
  in	
  rela%on	
  to	
  
foreigners	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  current	
  work	
  

Inclusion	
  index	
   Integra%on	
  index	
  

Third	
  year	
  college	
  student	
   2,13	
   2,09	
  

Police	
  officer	
   1,96	
   1,91	
  

First	
  year	
  voca%onal	
  high	
  
school	
  student	
  

2,01	
   2,12	
  

Deputy	
  police	
  officer	
   1,69	
   1,77	
  

1	
  =	
  not	
  at	
  all	
  
5	
  =	
  absolutely	
  yes	
  

(unpublished	
  research	
  data)	
  



•  ar%ficial	
  order	
  

•  unwriTen	
  rules	
  

•  informal	
  rela%onships	
  

•  viola%on	
  of	
  wriTen	
  rules	
  



Misinterpreta%on	
  and	
  misapplica%on	
  
of	
  the	
  law	
  



Thank	
  you	
  for	
  your	
  aTen%on!	
  


